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teach’” students

‘The Exciting Science Group®, a
group of scientists including from the
. National Chemical Laboratory (INCL),
Pune, is working to share the excite-
ment of science with school children.

Set up with the goal of not to
“teach” science, but to “‘excite’” child-

L group takes gcsenc:@ t@ schools to “e

ren, the initiative has gained momen-
tum since it was started in September
2008. The group now includes owver
20 scientists from INCL; faculty from
adjoining Indian Institute of Science
Education and Resecarch (IISER) and
Indian Institute of Technology (1IT-
Bombay); staff from the NCL Ven-

wcite Nnot

ture Center, which has been set up in
the campus of NCL; and enthusiastic
volunteers.

Partnering with schools )

The group is now partnering with
three schools, and will conduct five
modules, at each of these schools
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over the wyear. Specifically targeting
students in the 8-10 Standards, each
module is based on a topic from the
regular school science curriculum,
but aimed to arouse the curiosity of
students, rather than teach them sci-
ence. The modules mainly comprise
exciting demonstrations and videos to
illustrate properties and applications,
and discuss the history behind the
science.

The first module in this series is on
the ‘Discovery of Elements.” This was
first launched at the Jawahar Nawvo-
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daya in Shikrapur on 9 July, and will
be presented at two schools in Pune:
the WVidya Niketan, Hutatma Balveer

" School in Pune (23 July) and the Val-

ley WView School in Kondhwa (31
July). Dr. K. Guruswamy, NCL Scien-
tist, will deliver these lecture-demon-
strations. =
This lecture demonstration: in-
cludes several experiments conducted
“live™, in front of the students, such as

‘generation of hydrogen gas, and set-

ting a hydrogen balloon on fire; spec-
troscopy using a flame test — with visu-

-

ally stunning coloured flames; making
nyvlon polymers; properties of power-
ful rare earth magnets; spectacular
videos of white phosphorous burmning,
safety match stick chemistry, etc.

The group also conducts popular
talks by researchers and practitioners
on wvarious topics in science, techno-
logy and mathematics for school
children (12-15 wears). These are held
once a month at 10 ANM on Sundawv
mornings at the WCL. Innovation Park,
and are free and open to students and
science teachers.

Dr. S. Sivaram awarded ‘Goyal Prize’ in Applied Sciences

Dr. S. Sivaram, Dvirector,
MNational Chemical Labora-
tory (INCL), Pune has been
awarded the *Gowyal Prize’ for
2007 in the area of Applied
Sciences for his contribution
to polymer science and its in-
dustrial applications for owver
three decades.

The prize, which carries a
cash award, a gold medal and
a citation, was presented to Dr.

Dr. Sivaram receiving the award from Prof. Goverdhan MMehta

Sivaram by Prof. Goverdhan
Mehta, former Director, Indian
Institute of Science (Banga-
lore)} at a ceremony held at Ku-
rukshetra University on April
19, 2010.

Other recipients of the
award in Applied Sciences in
earlier years include Dr. R_A.
Mashelkar, Dr. K. Kasturiran-
gan, Prof. J.B. Joshi and Dr.
N.K. Ganguli.



