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MSEDCL
cuts
distribution
losses 
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Students of standard VIII and
IX in city schools can look for-
ward to a lot of fun and excite-
ment with chemistry. A series
of 20 chemistry workshops will
be held every Saturday be-
tween July 2 and December 10
at the National Chemical Lab-
oratory’s (NCL) Innovation
Park in Pashan.

The workshops, a joint ef-
fort of NCL, the Indian insti-
tute of science and education
and research (IISER) and the
exciting science group (ECG),
will be held to commemorate
the International Year of
Chemistry (IYC).

A website (www.exciting-
science.org/IYC2011) for the ini-
tiative was launched at the
NCL Innovation Park on
Wednesday afternoon by NCL
director Sourav Pal and IISER
director KN Ganesh. 

A total of 60 students from

two schools (30 from each
school) would be invited every
Saturday for the workshop, to
be held between 8 am and 12.30
pm. The workshop would com-

prise a 45-minute lecture by a
NCL/IISER scientist, a visit to
a NCL or IISER laboratory and
an opportunity to conduct
chemistry experiments in a

special laboratory inside the
NCL Innovation Park premis-
es under the supervision of sci-
entists.

Speaking on the occasion,

NCL director Sourav Pal said
chemistry was an integral part
of everyday life with 99% of
everything around us having
a chemistry connection. Pal
said, “Schoolchildren should
get excited about science. Ex-
periments make science inter-
esting for children. These
workshops are therefore a step
in the right direction.”

According to the organisers
of the workshops, the objective
was to reach out to students
and science teachers in Pune
and Pimpri-Chinchwad, and
inspire the children to take up
science as a career.

The initiative is supported
by several prominent sponsors,
including Forbes Marshall
Foundation, Praj Foundation,
Royal Society of Chemistry,
British Council, Association of
British scholars, Pune.

Schoolchildren to dive into
the world of chemistry

NCL-IISER to conduct workshops every Saturday from July 2; 60 students in two batches of 30 will be invited

Sohini Maitra, standard VII student of Sanskriti School, conducts the ‘bouncing ball’
experiment in the special laboratory created at NCL’s Innovation Park during the launch of
chemistry workshops for schoolchildren project on Wednesday — Aniruddha Rajandekar DNA

The organisers said that
the schools and students
interested in registering
for the workshops should
access the website:
www.excitingscience.org/I
YC2011
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Sir Parshurambhau (SP) Col-
lege witnessed pandemonium
on Wednesday when nearly
200 faculty and non-faculty
members of the college
lodged a complaint against
five senior professors alleging
threats and harassment.

Vice principal of arts, Sub-
hash Khandagale; economics
professor, Praveen Ransure;
BBA chief co-ordinator Saroj
Heramath; professor in-
charge of library, Sunil Gaik-
wad and physics professor, Di-
nesh Suryavanshi were ac-
cused of harassment.

“We have sealed the offices
of these professors and re-
lieved them of their addition-
al posts,” SP College principal
Dilip Seth told DNA.

A non-cognizable offence
(NC) was registered against
Khandagale at the Vishram-
bag police station for alleged-
ly abusing his colleagues, on
Wednesday afternoon. 

According to the agitating
staffers, the five senior teach-
ers abused and attacked some
staff members of the college
over the past eight months. 

“We have suffered mental
stress. We, therefore, decided
to take collective action
against them,” associate pro-
fessor of commerce depart-
ment Chaya Dilip Abnave told
DNA. Abnave said that from
2001 to April 2009, the college
had officiating principals and
not a regular one. 

“These people took undue
advantage of the situation.
After the appointment of a

regular principal we expect-
ed things to fall in place. But
the present principal, being
a soft-hearted person, did not
take any strict action against
them. Finally, we had to revolt
this way,” he said. 

Chemistry professor De-
vanand Sathe, who was al-
legedly beaten up by Ransure
during the local management
council (LMC) elec-
tions, said that
Ransure and
Khandagale led the
harassment and
suppressed the pro-
fessors with their
malpractices and
abuses. Meanwhile,
Khandagale refut-
ed all allegations.

“There is a section of staff
of the SP Mandali behind this
conspiracy as I am the con-
tender for the post of princi-
pal,” he said, adding that he
would put his case before the
chairman of the governing

council, Abhay Dadhe.
Agitating staffers had

forced the principal to ask the
five professors to resign from
their additional posts. When
they refused, the other
staffers protested, sealed
their offices and destroyed
their designation plates.

“We will take a decision on
their suspension after the

meeting with the Shikshan
Prasarak Mandali. Till then
the college will remain
closed,” Seth said.

Sources said the chaos is a
result of caste-based politics
and race for important posi-
tions in the institution.

Chaos at SP College as
staffers stage protest 
Nearly 200 teaching and non-teaching staff allege 
harassment by five senior professors

The agitating SP College staff broke the nameplates and
sealed the offices of professors who were allegedly
harassing them — Sanket Deshpande DNA
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A pedestrian, Bharti Vilas
Bhingare (35), was run over
and killed by a speeding
school bus of an English
medium school at Malwadi
Road in Hadapsar area on

Wednesday afternoon. 
The police arrested the bus

driver, Ravindra Arjun Shelar
(35), for rash and negligent
driving. They added that
Bhingare, a resident of Ma-
hatma Phule Vasahat in Ga-
dital area of Hadapsar, was on

her way to the local vegetable
market. 

“The school bus, going to-
wards Sadesatara Nali,
knocked her down at around
1.30 pm. Bhingare was run
over by the bus and died on
the spot,” the police said. 

Woman killed by speeding school bus

JEHANGIR HOSPITAL SURGEONS EXTRICATE METALLIC PART FROM HIS CAROTID ARTERY

Rahul Chandawarkar

A 27-year-old factory work-
er got a fresh lease of life.
Thanks to a complicated
surgery performed by the
surgeons of Jehangir Hos-
pital last Friday. According
to the hospital authorities,
the worker, hailing from a
workshop in Wagholi, was
brought to the hospital in a
near unconscious state,
with blood oozing from his
throat following a deep cut.

The patient was first sta-
bilised in the emergency
department where his loss
of blood was overcome and
he was operated upon by
Dr Manisha Bobade and
team.

In the operation theatre,
chief cardiac surgeon Dr
Chandrashekhar Kulkarni

and team first
tried to control the
blood loss and re-
alised within five
minutes that there was a

shining object
lodged in the
carotid artery
which supplies

blood to the brain.

Kulkarni told DNA on
Wednesday that the next
five minutes were critical
for the patient. “I had to re-
move the metallic part
quickly, suture the damaged
area by attaching a clamp
and still ensure that the
blood supply to the brain
was not stopped. Any devia-
tion from this procedure
could have led to permanent
paralysis or a state of coma
for the patient,” he said.

According to Kulkarni,
the surgery lasted for one
hour. A CT scan was per-
formed on the patient the
next day to evaluate the
surgical procedure. “The
patient was able to talk in
about two hours after the
surgery and was dis-
charged from the hospital
on Wednesday,” he said.

Docs save injured worker’s life
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The ruling Nationalist Con-
gress Party (NCP) on
Wednesday succeeded in get-
ting the approval of Pune
Municipal Corporation gen-
eral body (GB) for appoint-
ing Madhukar Garad as the
deputy municipal commis-
sioner. Garad is the former
personal secretary of deputy
chief minister Ajit Pawar.

The NCP pushed the pro-
posal for Garad's appoint-
ment with help from a sec-
tion of Congress.

The proposal was ratified
even though the GB had ear-

lier passed a unanimous res-
olution to not allow appoint-
ment of officers of state gov-
ernment on deputation in
the PMC except for munici-
pal commissioner and addi-
tional municipal commis-
sioner. The decision was tak-

en to protect the interests of
civic officers for promotion. 

Garad was appointed on
deputation in the PMC in
May 2010 as deputy commis-
sioner. As per rules, it was
necessary that the appoint-
ment be ratified by the GB.

The then municipal com-
missioner Mahesh Zagade
had put the proposal before
the GB in June 2010. 

On Wednesday, when the
proposal for ratification of
Garad's appointment was de-
clared by municipal secre-
tary Sunil Parkhi, at the GB
meeting, some corporators
raised their voices against
the proposal. 

The proposal was passed
with 22 corporators in
favour and 12 in opposition.
The NCP and the Congress
voted for ratification of the
appointment, while Shiv
Sena-BJP opposed it. 

Partha Sarathi Biswas 

Pune Archives is witnessing
a large number of visitors
looking for documents of
their ancestral lands, a fact at-
tributed to the spiralling rise
in land disputes in the state.
On an average, 100 applica-
tions are received by the Pune
Archives daily from people for
copies of documents con-
cerning their lands. 

Located opposite Council
Hall, Pune Archives is the
storehouse of old and rare

documents dating back to the
early 17th century. The Pune
Archives has the whole set of
documents of the Inam Com-
mission set up by the erst-
while British rulers in 1850
to draw up the list of lands
gifted to people by local
rulers.   

Indu Rodge, document offi-
cer of Pune Archives, said the
report of the Inam Commis-
sion has details regarding the
land grants with exact loca-
tion, measurement and other
technical details.  “These re-

ports are now much sought af-
ter by claimants, who are
fighting land disputes in the
courts,” she said.   

With the help of the reports
so obtained, the contestants
strengthen their claim on the
disputed land in the court.
Rodge said these documents
are recognised by courts as le-
gal documents for verifying
claims.   

The Pune Archives has
more than four crore docu-
ments, most of them in the
Modi script. They include of-
ficial grants of land from the
time of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj.   

According to Rodge, those
seeking documents have to
pay a search fee of Rs200 and
then a tedious search is car-
ried out. Once the document
is located, a certified true
copy is given to the applicant
at a price of Rs20 per page.   

The priceless documents
are kept in the Pune Archives
in several bundles and regu-
lar fumigation of the docu-
ments is done to prevent 
decay.

Madhukar Garad is deputy civic chief

Pune Archives faces a
flood of applicants 

Jehangir Hospital chief cardiac surgeon Dr C Kulkarni
shows the metallic part measuring 3 cms which he
extricated from the carotid artery of the worker on
Friday last — Aniruddha Rajandekar DNA 

LIFE 
SAVER

DNA Correspondent 

The Maharashtra state elec-
tricity distribution compa-
ny limited (MSEDCL) has
substantially cut its distri-
bution losses, primarily re-
lated to non-payment of
power bills from 31.72% to
17.28%.

The distribution loss was
31.72% in 2005 when the
power utility was formed.

The power utility said it
has almost reached the Ma-
harashtra electricity regu-
latory commission’s target
of 17.20% for reduction in
distribution losses. Six in-
dependent police stations
and 120 all-women ‘Damini’
squads were formed in the
state to detect irregularities
in metre reading. Accord-
ingly, 17,269 cases of power
theft were exposed in 2010 -
11 and 5,058 cases were filed.
A fine of Rs14.24 crore was
recovered during the action.

It said various solutions
have been adopted for re-
ducing distribution losses .
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The Pune Mahanagar Pariva-
han Mahamandal Ltd
(PMPML) has started a
helpline to register complaints
from commuters against con-
ductors who do not return
small change. 

The aggrieved commuters
can call 24503355 or SMS de-
tails of their complaint to
9881495589. It must include bus
registration number, route and
travel timings, along with  the
conductor’s badge number. 

PMPML
helpline for
commuters 

The NCP pushed the proposal for his appointment with help from Congress

Litigants want documents recognised by courts for land disputes

Indu Rodge with old documents in Modi —Sanket Deshpande DNA

PARDESHI APPOINTED DY HEALTH CHIEF 
The GB after a heated
discussion passed a
resolution to appoint Dr
ST Pardeshi as deputy
health chief. 

The proposal was
opposed by Congress

corporator Arvind Shinde,
and independent
corporator Ujwal Keskar. 

The proposal was passed
with only Keskar voting
against it.

Aniruddha Rajandekar DNA
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