
Vaishali Balajiwale NASHIK

After Aurangabad, the second edi-
tion of the Dainik Bhaskar
Group’s Marathi daily, Divya
Marathi was launched at a grand
function in Nashik on Saturday. 

The event at the Kalidas Kala
Mandir auditorium was presided
over by former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister, Rajnath Singh and
attended by prominent leaders
such as Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena president, Raj Thackeray;
Nationalist Congress Party’s MP
from Nashik, Sameer Bhujbal; for-
mer cricket captain, Ajit Wadekar;
Dainik Bhaskar Group chairman,
Ramesh Agrawal; and group 
editor Kumar Ketkar. 

“Divya Marathi is a newspaper
with an independent personality
and cherishes impartiality as a
part of its identity,” said Ketkar.

TURN TO P4

Divya Marathi
launches its

Nashik edition 

BRIEFLY
_ DSK has a lot of money,

maid told boyfriend
After accusing IMF chief Dominique
Strauss-Kahn of sexually assaulting
her, the New York housekeeper
reportedly spoke to her boyfriend on
the phone. “She says words to the
effect of, ‘Don’t worry, this guy has a
lot of money. I know what I’m doing,’”
an official said about the call that was
translated Wednesday. P16

_ AP MLAs threaten to quit
for Telangana state
Andhra Pradesh chief minister N
Kiran Kumar Reddy on Saturday held
talks with legislators K Jana Reddy
and Sunita Laxma Reddy among
others from Telangana who had
threatened to quit their posts in
support of a separate state.  

_ World No. 1 meets No. 2
in Wimbledon final
Rafael Nadal will meet Novak
Djokovic in the Wimbledon men’s
final Sunday. On Monday, Djokovic
will move up to the No. 1 spot, and
Nadal will slide to No. 2, regardless of
Sunday’s outcome. Whoever wins,
it’ll be the sixth straight major title
that’s gone to Nadal or Djokovic. P18

DNA Correspondent &
agencies MUMBAI 

Kannada actress Maria Susairaj
Saturday walked free in the Neer-
aj Grover murder case, having al-
ready served her three-year term
as an undertrial. At a press con-
ference marked by protests and
high drama, she claimed that she
is innocent and termed her con-
viction a “stigma” on her life. Her
lawyer Sharif M Sheikh, who was
present alongside, said she would
appeal against her conviction in a
higher court. “I know I am 
innocent and my god knows I am
innocent,” Maria said.

With her lawyer addressing the
press for the most part, the actress
hardly spoke. When she did speak,
she said she was all sympathy for

the family of Neeraj Grover . “I des-
perately sympathise (with Neeraj’s
family) losing somebody. The whole
scenario is sad,” she said. 

Neeraj’s friends staged at a
protest at the press conference.
They initially remained quiet but
as Sheikh  spoke about Grover, the
protest became vocal.

Maria’s lawyer Sheikh claimed
that Neeraj’s body was intact and
not chopped into 300 pieces, and
held up a photograph of Grover’s
body (used by the prosecution) in
support of his claim. 

Commenting on the press con-
ference, Neeraj’s father Amarnath
Grover said Maria had nothing to
say other than that she was inno-
cent. “She should have had the
strength to own up to the truth in
front of the media.” 

Mayank Aggarwal NEW DELHI 

Team Anna’s meeting Saturday with Congress
chief Sonia Gandhi on the Lokpal Bill turned
out to be a damp squib. While Anna Hazare told
Sonia that they want a ‘comprehensive Lokpal
Bill’, the Congress chief said she would dis-
cuss the issue with her party. All eyes are fixed
now on the all-party meeting on Sunday.

Briefing the press after the meeting with So-
nia, Hazare said they informed her about six
main differences between the government’s
Lokpal draft and theirs. “If a half-baked bill is
sent to parliament, what will the parliament
discuss?” 

As for the all party meeting on Sunday, team
Anna member Arvind Kejriwal told DNA, “We
have tried briefing most of the political par-
ties about the differences between our Jan
Lokpal bill and government’s Lokpal bill. Now
it is for them to take a stand. People of the
country will also be looking at what they 
decide to do.” RELATED REPORTS, P6

Sonia remains non-committal 
There was no change in the Congress position
on key points in the Lokpal Bill at the end of the
20 minutes meeting between Team Anna and
Congress president Sonia  in the presence of
senior Union minister Pranab Mukherjee. 

Naidu gives Kejriwal hope 
While all attention was focussed on the Anna-
Sonia meeting, Arvind Kejriwal made a dash to
Hyderabad and met TDP leader N Chandrababu
Naidu Saturday. “Mr Naidu was very positive
about Lokpal,” Kejriwal told DNA. 

Anna calls on Sonia Gandhi
ahead of all-party meet

Schoolchildren observe a reaction at a chemistry workshop organised
jointly by the National Chemical Laboratory and the Indian Institute of
Science Education and Research in the city on Saturday  REPORT, P4

SCIENCE CAN BE FUN
AND EXCITING TOO

Sanket Deshpande DNA

It is difficult to comment on
whether or not you agree with
Maharashtra’s drinking policy
(pushed to 25) or if it will work,
because if you want to drink, no
policy can stop you.

But, consider the health bene-
fits: alcohol is not good for your
system. I believe there is no

harm in pushing up the
legal age. And I think it
will make a difference to
people who want to ‘try’
alcohol early on. A few
years added to the legal
age might help make
youngsters more mature
and facilitate responsible
drinking.

I’ve seen friends who
went from just ‘trying
out’ a drink or two be-
lieving it was harmless

become full blown alcoholics in
just a few years time. It happens.

Boys want to experiment at
clubs, they want to drink to im-
press girls, to get the confidence
to go talk to them and get their
phone numbers. But the boost
that alcohol gives them is artifi-
cial. They might later regret the
women they end up with. I be-
lieve that it’s always better to ap-
proach women in your senses.

Lots of my friends drink to
appear more confident and less
inhibited with women. I never
thought alcohol would help my
case as I am a very shy person.
Besides, it doesn’t suit me so I
always stick to an energy drink.

Just drinking is not neces-
sarily alcoholism. But, I believe,
in the long run, even routine
two-three drinks have conse-
quences. When you’re young,
it’s easier to give in to friends
saying, ‘Have one more’. As you
grow up, you realise you don’t
have to give in to peer pressure.

You have to discipline yourself.
This is especially true for a
sportsperson.

When we play matches we
find that drinking makes it dif-
ficult. Alcohol hinders the
game: It dehydrates you and you
take a day to recover from the ef-
fects of alcohol. For 90 minutes
on the field, you have to be at the
top of your game. It’s tough
enough to have challenging con-
ditions to play in without us be-
ing at a disadvantage because of
the partying and drunkenness
of the previous evening.

Ultimately, there are people
who will stand for something
and others who go against it.
And I do have doubts about how
the rule will be enforced and
how effective it will be. At 25,
men are having kids, so maybe
22 is a better, more practical age.
Personally, I’m with it. It is pos-
sibly better to wait till later if
you have to start drinking.

As told to Nivriti Butalia

‘Confidence boost is artificial’

DNA believes that in the 
phony cacophony about 
personal liberty, little 
importance has been given
to that section of society
which is not unhappy with
the drinking age limit being
raised to 25. Icons such as
actors and athletes are
among those whom 
DNA will feature in a series
over the week that’s 
called NNeeww  HHiigghh. 
Tomorrow, actor VViivveekk
OObbeerrooii  will be our 
columnist.

For 90 mins on the field, you have to be
at the top of your game, not suffering
the effects of alcohol —Bhaichung Bhutia

Calls a press conference, which turns into a
tamasha, with her lawyer denying Neeraj’s
body was cut into 300 pieces

Maria Susairaj during a press conference in
Mumbai on Saturday —Salman Ansari DNA

Neeraj’s mother afraid
Neeraj Grover’s mother Neelam said
that she fears a threat to her life from
Maria Susairaj. “I wish she is not
allowed to move out of Mumbai in any
condition... She is a liar, she can harm
us,” Neelam said. 

No to Ram Gopal Varma 
Maria’s lawyer made it clear that she is
not going to join the film industry, even
as film maker Ram Gopal Varma
showed interest in casting her in his
movie based on the Grover murder
case, Not A Love Story.

Maria’s conviction
Maria was found guilty under IPC
Section 201 (causing disappearance of
evidence) and awarded the maximum
punishment of a three-year jail term.
Her boyfriend Emlie Jerome, a former
navy officer, got 10 years.

‘SHE IS A LIAR’

Maria seeks return to innocence 

DNA Correspondent PUNE

The minister for information &
broadcasting, Ambika Soni, has
said a bill would be introduced in
parliament enabling the Film &
Television Institute of India to be-
come a centre for excellence. She
was addressing the parliamentary
consultative committee meeting
held in the city on Saturday. 

The recognition would enable the
institute to enjoy the privileges of a
university. It would facilitate stu-
dents to pursue higher studies and
research in India and abroad. 

A group of experts has prepared
a Detailed Project Report (DPR) for
the proposed upgradation of the

FTII. The DPR will be considered by
the governing council of the insti-
tute on July 6. The minister said this
could constitute the vision statement
of the institute. 

Soni informed the members that
the Planning Commission recently
approved Rs660 crore allocation for
setting up the National Film Heritage
Mission (NFHM) for digitisation of
film heritage of the country pre-
served by the National Film Archive
of India (NFAI), National Film De-
velopment Corporation (NFDC),

Films Division (FD), Directorate of
Film Festival (DFF) and the Children
Film Society of India (CFSI). 

During the discussion, members
of the consultative committee en-
dorsed the vision statement made by
the chairman, FTII, Saeed Mirza.
The members were of the view that
the FTII should reach out to remote
areas and tap talent there through
short-term courses. 

Minister of state for information
& broadcasting, Dr S Jagatrak-
shakan, members of parliament
Shyam Benegal, Shatrughan Sinha,
Bharat Kumar Raut, Dr Anup Ku-
mar Saha, Anil Madhav Dave, Tapas
Paul, Ranee Narah, MP Achutan
and Mohd Adeeb were present. 

FTII to be centre of excellence
Bill to be tabled before Parliament, says minister Ambika Soni 

PARLIAMENTARY 
PANEL MEETING

30.5oC 22.5oC
Sunrise 6.01 am
Sunset 7.16 pm

Humidity 85%
Rainfall 1.5 mm

Forecast: A few spells of rain 
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Manmohan Singh playshis trump card
second thoughts 10

R ecently, when sleuths from
Mumbai crime branch ar-

rested a well known gang-

ster who had been ab-

sconding for several years,

he didn’t seem unduly per-

turbed at being held by the police.

When a cop asked him why he didn’t

seem too worried, he replied, “Saheb,

mujhe pata hai ki aap log mera count-

er (encounter) nahin karoge, isliye

mujhe koi tension nahin hai.” (Sir, I

am aware that you people (police) will

not kill me in an encounter, so I’m not

worried).
The mobster’s reply stunned the

officer, but he soon concluded that it

was indeed the case — apparently, the

only thing gangsters feared was be-

ing eliminated in a police encounter.

Police say that it was also the pri-

mary reason why they had managed

to keep the underworld quiet for al-

most a decade, from 2000, till a couple

of years ago. 

thrown away like used tissue paper.”

Another aspect which hit the en-

counter specialists hard was the ju-

diciary coming down heavily on

them for their extra-judicial killings,

which resulted in a host of them get-

ting suspended from the force.

According to another senior police

officer, the stringent MCOCA (Ma-

harashtra Control of Organised

Crime Act) also helped tackle the un-

derworld menace. Post-2002, under-

world activities — at least blatant fir-

ings and killings — seemed to be on

the decline. “This was mainly be-

cause most of the criminals had been

gunned down, and those alive were

put behind bars for a long time under

the draconian MCOCA law,” says a

retired IPS officer.So what has spurred the recent

spurt in underworld killings, with

the shooting of investigative jour-

nalist J Dey being the most high pro-

file case? According to the police,

apart from the main gangs, such as

those of Dawood Ibrahim, Chhota

Shakeel and Chhota Rajan, even

break-away ‘splinter ga
headed by R

has been operating without access

to a base of informers who used to

provide timely intelligence, opine ex-

perts. The problem is further exac-

erbated with the underworld’s new

strategy of ‘outsourcing’ work to

mercenaries rather than use their

own affiliated henchmen.
Former Maharashtra DGP, Dr PS

Pasricha says, “Chhota Rajan and Da-

wood Ibrahim have started out-

sourcing contract killings to unem-

ployed youngsters who have no crime

record. This makes it difficult for the

police to catch them. Given India’s

porous borders with Nepal and

Bangladesh, these shooters easily es-

cape the country, and as we don’t have

strong extradition treaties, they are

not caught.”According to Pasricha, there is an

urgent need to strengthen the in-

former network, besides equipping

the force with the latest technology.

“Proper combination of intelligenc

and technology is vital t
underwo ld

The recent spike in brazen shoot-outs carried out by the underworld

can be traced back to the departure of the so-called ‘encounter

specialists’, who, with their brazen extra-judicial killings, had killed off

650 gangsters in just a few years and put the fear of god in those who

survived, report Nikhil S Dixit and Somendra Sharma

COVERSTORY

Back then, we had de l
strongl

MN SinghFormer Mumbai police commissioner

KEY IS THEFEAR

Thinkstock

It’s easier to geta car loan thana bullock cartloan in India
perspective 11

REDUCTIO AD ABSURDUM
MANMOHAN SINGH PLAYS
HIS TRUMP CARD — DOUBLE
DIP RECESSION: ADITYA 
SINHA SECOND THOUGHTS, P10
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Rakesh Bhatnagar NEW DELHI

A high-powered committee has picked
defence secretary Pradeep Kumar for
the key post of Central Vigilance Com-
missioner, which till March 3 was held
by a charge-sheeted former telecom sec-
retary, PJ Thomas. A three-member
panel of Manmohan Singh, P Chi-
dambaram and Sushma Swaraj exam-
ined Kumar’s record and approved his
appointment unanimously. 

This statutory panel had earlier ap-
pointed Thomas despite Swaraj’s strong
objection. This time it’s different. “The
name has been finalised. I have not
raised any objection,” Swaraj said after
the meeting.

Taking a lesson from the top court’s
judgment declaring Thomas’ appoint-
ment as CVC ‘non est’ (no existence in
law), intelligence agencies prepared a
report and submitted it to the depart-
ment of personnel.

The Supreme Court
had said that the gov-
ernment had sacri-
ficed institutional pri-
macy and integrity in
making Thomas the
CVC. The menace of
corruption can’t be
swept under the carpet
and ‘an individual’
can’t be treated above
law, the SC had de-
clared.

This time the
choice of CVC
is unanimous
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He said that while the elec-
tronic and digital media are
fast evolving, the word in
print has not lost its impor-
tance. “People still do believe
in the written word in the
newspaper and its credibili-
ty is intact,” he said.

He assured that Divya
Marathi would cater to the
concerns and aspirations of
the people of Nashik and
would become a valued enti-
ty in the lives of the citizens. 

Bhaskar Group chairman,
Ramesh Agrawal, said the
Group “is like that music
note which does not dis-
criminate between the rich
and the poor. It extends itself
to all without discrimina-
tion.” 

He said the group believes
in compassion and equality
for all and hence carries an
impartial image. It does not
show allegiance to any one
political party or group, but
is a common platform in
democracy. 

Speaking about Divya
Marathi’s launch in Maha-
rashtra, he said, today the fo-
cus of development has shift-
ed to smaller cities. Citing
the McKinsey report on In-
dia’s growth, he said by 2030,
around 92 crore people out of
a population of 150 crore
would come from the middle
class. “While the growth rate
index is rising, the disparity
will lessen only when the ru-
ral poor and farmers become
part of the growth,” he said. 

He stressed that Divya
Marathi believes in news
with a purpose and will play
the role of a bridge between
the people and the govern-
ment to solve issues and
problems and voice sugges-
tions of the common man.
The paper will share its re-

sponsibility in the progress
of Maharashtra, Agrawal as-
sured. 

Thackeray urged that Di-
vya Marathi should practice
not only impartial, but
courageous journalism. “At
times it will have to take a
bitter stand, but Divya
Marathi should do that,” 
he said. 

Rajnath Singh praised the
role of Marathi newspapers
and that of the freedom fight-
ers from the state during the
pre-Independence era. He
said although the social me-
dia is gaining more impor-
tance, the role of newspapers

cannot be undermined and
highlighted the credibility
established by the print 
media. 

Ajit Wadekar spoke of the
Bhaskar Group’s tradition of
impartiality and 
applauded it. 

The programme was at-
tended by Nashikites from
all sections of society in
large numbers. The function
was compered by Abhilash
Khandekar, editor, Dainik
Bhaskar, MP. Directors of the
group, Manmohan Agrawal,
Pawan Agrawal and Bharat
Agrawal were among those
present on the occasion. 

Ajit Balkawade 

The first of the twenty chemistry work-
shops organised jointly by the Nation-
al Chemical Laboratory (NCL) and the
Indian Institute of Science Education
and Research (IISER), for schoolchild-
ren, kicked off in the city on Saturday. 

The twenty chemistry workshops to
be held on consecutive Saturday morn-
ings between 8 am and noon have been
organised jointly by the NCL, the IISER
and the Exciting Science Group (ESG)
to encourage schoolchildren to pursue
pure sciences (DNA June 23). 

On Saturday morning, sixty students
from standards VIII and IX of Abhina-
va Vidyalaya English Medium School
and Delhi Public School (DPS) along
with their science teachers attended the
first workshop at the NCL and the NCL
Innovation Park in Pashan. 

During the workshop, director, IISER,
KN Ganesh, spoke to the students about
chemicals that are used in daily life.
These included pet food, which help pets
enjoy their naps, the similarity of chem-
icals in coke and the human DNA and
the mystery behind the
blue colour of our
jeans. 

The examples were simple and inter-
esting as they provided ample food for
thought to the students. The students
seemed eager to learn. 

Ganesh adopted a student-friendly

and humorous approach to generate in-
terest in a subject like chemistry. 

After the lecture, the students were
taken on a tour of some of the NCL lab-
oratories. 

“We want to spread awareness among
the students about the
life of a scientist who
works every day in these

amazing laboratories,” Mangesh Nand-
gopal, workshop coordinator said. 

The highlight of the workshop for
students was the opportunity to conduct
live experiments. Several NCL doctor-

al students, who were working as work-
shop volunteers, showcased a few ex-
periments before the students per-
formed the experiments themselves. 

One of the key experiments taught to
the students was preparing slime and
‘bouncy balls’ by mixing synthetic glue
and borax solution. The students
seemed thrilled with the workshop. 

“This is a completely new and won-
derful experience for me as I might pur-
sue chemistry in the future,” said Ad-
vait Parulekar, a student of Abhinava
English Medium School. 

The workshops will continue till De-
cember 10. Every Saturday, two city
schools with 30 students each will par-
ticipate in the workshops.

Making chemistry fun for schoolchildren

Sixty students from standards VIII and IX of Abhinava Vidyalaya English Medium School and Delhi Public School along with their science teachers attended the first workshop at NCL and NCL Innovation Park in Pashan —Sanket Deshpande DNA

REGISTRATION DETAILS
To attend these workshops, schools or
students can register by visiting the
website:
www.excitingscience.org/iyc2011

For queries and correspondence, email
at iyc.outreach@ncl.res.inJOY OF LEARNING

40 AUTO DRIVERS AND 40 HOUSEWIVES COMPLETE A SIX-MONTH COURSE IN ENGLISH AND COMPUTER EDU

Priyanka Nathani

The next time the autorick-
shaw driver converses with
you in English, do not be sur-
prised. He has most probably
graduated from the Surya-
datta Group of Institute’s six-
month free course in English
and computer education.

On Saturday, as many as 40
autorickshaw drivers and 40
housewives completed the
six-month course in English
and computer education with
certificates from Suryadatta.

Speaking on the sidelines
of the valedictory event held
at the Marathi Sahitya
Parishad on Tilak Road on
Saturday, the institute’s
chairperson, Sanjay
Chordiya said, “Knowledge of
English is essential in the 21st
century. The response was
tremendous and we are 
happy to see the enthusiasm 
displayed by drivers and
housewives to learn the 
language.”

Former Pune police 
commissioner Jayant 
Umranikar in his keynote
address said, “Women are the

backbone of the family and
yet their education 
sometimes remains 
neglected. This initiative by
Suryadatta will help society

keep pace with time.”
While presenting the cer-

tificates, a visibly happy rick-
shaw panchayat president,
Baba Adhav said, “This move

has not only provided a 
helping hand but also awak-
ened their learning spirit. I
congratulate Suryadatta for
this unique initiative.”

A confident Milind Kate,
one of the rickshaw drivers,
gave a short speech in 
English. “We are thankful to
Suryadatta for giving us this
opportunity to learn English.
The course started in 
January this year and was
completed on June 24. Today
we can speak the language
and it has increased our 
self-confidence. This 
programme has improved
our personality,” Kate said.

Wilson Lobo, another 
rickshaw driver said, “It’s our
privilege to learn English as
we come from Marathi 
background. Now we can 
converse in English with our
customers, especially the 
foreigners. The computer
training has given us the 
basic knowledge which will
be beneficial in future.”

“It is a great achievement
as most of our time is spent
in household chores. We en-
joyed the session and today I
am much more confident.
With basic computer knowl-
edge, we can help our chil-
dren in their studies,” said
Rupali Dhumal, a housewife.

Pune to have English speaking auto drivers

Forty autorickshaw drivers received certificates for completing the six-month course 
in English and computer education, from Suryadatta Group of Institute on Saturday

DNA Correspondent 

Six students suffering from
congenital hearing impair-
ment, who had been fitted with
cochlear implants at the King
Edward Memorial (KEM) Hos-
pital, have successfully com-
pleted their SSC and HSC ex-
aminations. The students were
felicitated by the hospital on
Saturday morning, at the
hands of Sumantai Kirloskar. 

Nearly 120 people attended
the event. 

KEM Hospital has been un-
dertaking cochlear implant
surgeries since 2006. 

Sampat Hivarkar, father of
Akshay Hivarkar (15), who
was felicitated at the hospital,

told DNA, “Akshay was two-
and-a-half years old when we
realised that he was not react-
ing to sounds. We were re-
ferred to Dr Vaid at KEM Hos-
pital in 2007 and we got Akshay
operated. Today, Akshay has
scored 80% in his SSC exami-

nations and has made us
proud.” 

Akshay told DNA, “I am
planning to take up commerce.
I am no less than any other
teenager.” 

Dr Neelam Vaid, who con-
ducted the surgery, told DNA
that there were 118 kids who
had undergone the surgery. 

“The implants are given to
people who are totally deaf
and are unable to hear any
sound,” Vaid said. 

Dr Vaid, implanting sur-
geon and head of ‘Big Ears’ at
KEM Hospital, said the felici-
tation was a gesture to prove
that these children were just
like any other child, who could
go to normal schools.

The students (left) with Sumantai Kirloskar (5th from right in back row) and KEM staff 

Six students with cochlear
implants felicitated
The students were honoured for completing SSC, HSC exams

COST OF COCHLEAR 
IMPLANTS 

According to Dr Vaid, a
cochlear implant is an
electronic device that is
surgically implanted in both
the ears. The device costs
between Rs5.38 lakh and
Rs9.96 lakh. 

From left: Abhilash Khandekar, editor, Dainik Bhaskar and launch in-charge; Manmohan
Agrawal, director; Kumar Ketkar, group editor, Divya Marathi; Raj Thackeray, president,
MNS; Ramesh Agrawal, chairman, Bhaskar Group; Rajnath Singh, BJP leader and MP;
Sameer Bhujbal, MP, NCP; Ajit Wadekar, former cricket captain; at the launch of Nashik
edition of Divya Marathi on Saturday —Vivek Bokil

Divya Marathi launches
its Nashik edition 

DNA Correspondent 

Two students trained by city-
based Apex Careers have been
successful in joining the de-
fence forces. Radhika Dange
has been selected for the Indi-
an Navy through University
entry scheme. She will be re-
porting to the Naval Academy
in Ezhimala, Kerala.  

Radhika’s father, Lt Col Vi-
las Dange, is a retired army of-
ficer. Her mother is a school

teacher in St Joseph High
School, Colaba, Mumbai.  

Siddharth Joshi, a resident
of Dahanukar Colony, Pune,
has been selected as Sub-Lieu-

tenant for the Indian Navy’s
general service (executive
branch) under the University
entry Scheme. He too will be
reporting to the Indian Naval
Academy in Ezhimala, Kerala. 

Siddharth credits his fami-
ly for the success. “I have been
able to achieve success prima-
rily due to the support and en-
couragement received from
my parents and family friend,
Group Captain Vishwajit
Dedgaonkar,” said Siddharth.

City students to join Indian Navy

Radhika Siddharth

DNA Correspondent MUMBAI

A rare genetic blood disor-
der is responsible for bring-
ing the medical fraternity of
Maharashtra and Canada
on a common platform. The
Canadian government is
seeking help from doctors
in tribal Maharashtra to
cure patients suffering from
sickle cell anaemia and
train local doctors there.
Sickle cell anaemia disease
is a rare genetic blood dis-
order disease in which the
normal red blood cells
change their shape.

Maharashtra is among
those states in India where
government provides fi-
nancial support for the fight
against sickle cell disease,
which is commonly found
in tribal areas such as
Nashik, Thane, Dhule, Nan-
durbar and Gadchiroli.

A delegation led by Ma-
harashtra health minister,
Suresh Shetty and public
health secretary Bhushan
Gagrani had recently trav-
elled to Quebec. The  Cana-
dian health minister said he
had been impressed by the
expertise of the doctors in
handling the disease.

Sources said that Maha-
rashtra is the only state
where people affected with
sickle cell anaemia were is-
sued special identity cards
that allowed them to have
access to free blood, medi-
cine and treatment and are
offered a financial aid of
Rs600 per month. 

Docs head for
Canada to help
fight rare 
blood disorder

Sanket Deshpande DNA

The programme
was attended by
Nashikites from all
sections of society
in large numbers
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